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Each year The Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies (ACPNS) at QUT analyses statistics on tax-
deductible donations made by Australian individual taxpayers to Deductible Gift Recipients (DGRs), and claimed as 
deductions in their income tax returns. The information presented below is based on the amount and type of tax-
deductible donations made and claimed by Australian taxpayers to DGRs for the period 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013 
extracted from the Australian Taxation Office's (ATO) publication Taxation Statistics 2012-13.1  
Because the ATO data come from individuals’ income tax returns, this analysis does not include giving by corporate 
and trust taxpayers, or “non-tax contributions” such as raffles, sponsorships, fundraising purchases or volunteering. 
The Giving Australia Report used a more liberal definition of gift to arrive at an estimated total of giving at 
$11 billion for 2005 (excluding Tsunami $300m).2  
 
The following is a summary of the significant findings from the ATO data.  
1.  How much was claimed as gift deductions?  
 The total amount donated and claimed as tax-deductible donations in 2012-13 was $2.29 billion (compared to 
$2.24 billion in 2011-12).3  
 Deductible gifts claimed ($2.29 billion) represented 7.3% of all personal taxpayer deductions ($31.38 billion). In 
comparison, 7.49% of all personal taxpayer deductions (or $2.35 billion) were claimed for the cost of managing 
tax affairs and 62.97% ($19.76 billion) were claimed for work related expenses.  
  
                                                 
1 The data represents information in tax returns for the 2012-13 year processed by the ATO as at 31 October 2014. 
2 The Prime Minister’s Community Business Partnership. (2005). Giving Australia: Research on philanthropy in Australia. Retrieved May 27, 2014 from 
http://www.qut.edu.au/business/about/research-centres/australian-centre-for-philanthropy-and-nonprofit-studies/publications-and-resources/publications 
3 The 2012-13 figures are those returns entered onto the ATO database as at 31 October 2014. The 2011-12 figures are likely to alter over the next couple of 
years as more returns are processed. The previous years figures are those entered as at 31 October in the year of release.  
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2. Is tax deductible giving keeping pace with inflation? 
As Chart 1 below depicts, using a base year of 2011-12, the actual total tax-deductible donations made by Australian 
taxpayers far exceeds inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The ABS changed the index reference 
base in September 2012 from 1989-90 to 2011-12. As a result all CPI rates have been reset.  As can be seen, total tax 
deductions dropped in 2008-2009 and 2009-10 but have risen since. 
 
*Disclosure of tax-deductible donations was not required in income tax returns from 1988-1992. 
 
This conclusion is reached by using the ATO returns that have been assessed to the same month each year to 
provide a fair comparison. However, further late returns in 2011-12 when added show that giving actually fell by 
1.11% to $2.28 billion in that year.  
 
3. Is the average gift deduction increasing? 
 The average tax-deductible donation made to DGRs and claimed by Australian taxpayers in 2012-13 was $504.02, 
which is an increase compared to $494.25 in 2012-12 and $461.47 in 2010-11.  
 
4. Are more individual taxpayers making deductible gifts? 
 In absolute terms the number of individual taxpayers claiming deductible gifts was 4.55 million (compared to 
4.54 million in 2011-12). The percentage of Australian taxpayers making deductible gifts decreased slightly: 
35.60% in 2012-13, compared to 35.62% in the previous year.  
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Chart 1: Total Tax-Deductible Donations to Inflation-Adjusted 
Total Tax-Deductible Donations Since 1978/79* 
Total Tax-Deductible Donations (in $ millions)
Inflation-adjusted total tax-deductible donations (in $ millions)
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5. Is a greater percentage of an individual’s taxable income being gifted? 
 On average, those individual taxpayers who claim tax-deductible donations to DGRs donate approximately 0.32% 
of their taxable income. This proportion decreased slightly from the previous income year, in which the average 
percentage of taxable income donated was 0.33%.  The percentage of taxable income being gifted was highest in 
2007-08 at 0.42%.  
 
6. Are male or female taxpayers more likely to claim deductible donations? 
 In 2012-13, 2,281,950 males (or 34.45% of male Australian taxpayers) claimed tax-deductible donations to DGRs, 
amounting to $1.31 billion. This represents 57.14% of the total tax-deductible donations claimed in 2012-13. A 
total of 2,267,005 females (or 37.37% of female Australian taxpayers) claimed tax-deductible donations to DGRs 
in 2012-13, totalling $983 million.  
 The average tax-deductible donation claimed by Australian male taxpayers in 2011-12 was $574.04, compared to 
$433.51 for Australian female taxpayers.  
 However, on average, female Australian taxpayers who claimed donations to DGRs gave approximately 0.37% 
of their taxable income compared to 0.30% for Australian males.  
 
7. Which state’s individual taxpayers claim the most deductible gifts to DGRs? 
 The largest proportion of donations in 2012-13 came from New South Wales, where 1,449,680 taxpayers 
claimed tax-deductible donations amounting to $884.22 million. This represented 38.59% of the national total. 
The next largest proportion – 26.26% of the national total – came from Victoria where taxpayers claimed tax-
deductible donations totalling $601.75 million. Queensland taxpayers claimed a total of $329.15 million in 
deductible gifts, followed by Western Australia with $218.07 million. 
 New South Wales taxpayers claimed the largest average tax-deductible donation: $609.94, compared to the 
national average of $504.02. In 2012-13, the national average increased from the previous year when it was 
$494.25. Taxpayers from the Australian Capital Territory made the next highest average tax-deductible 
donation ($574.58), followed by Victoria ($488.36), then Western Australia ($473.20).  
 Taxpayers in the Australian Capital Territory claimed an average of 0.40% of their taxable income as donations 
to DGRs, followed by New South Wales (0.39%), and Victoria (0.36%). This compares to the national average of 
0.32%. Taxpayers in Queensland claimed an average of 0.24% of their taxable income as donations.  
 
8. How much do the wealthy claim as deductible gifts? 
 The more one earns, the more one claims as a tax-deductible donation. Whilst the average tax-deductible 
donation was $504.02 in 2012-13, donating taxpayers with a taxable income over $1 million in 2012-13 claimed 
average tax-deductible donations of $41,244.73 (down from $49,678.88 in 2011-12). This represents 1.14% of 
their taxable income. The national average in 2012-13 was 0.32%.  
 
9. How do age groups differ in their tax-deductible gift claims? 
 In 2012-13, 159,670 people aged 75 years or over claimed deductible gifts, amounting to $331.34 million. This 
age group recorded the highest average gift of any age group – $2,075.18. At the other end of the scale, 
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taxpayers aged under 18 years had 5,725 deductible gift claimants with an average gift of $64.85 (an increase 
from the previous year where the average gift for this age bracket was $61.44). 
 
 
 
 
Chart 2 above shows the total tax-deductible donations claimed by age group and gender.  
 
10. Workplace Giving Programs 
 The workplace giving program allows employees to have deductions taken from each pay. Workplace giving 
totalled $28 million in 2012-13, a decrease of 30% over the previous year. During the year the number of 
employees using workplace giving increased by 6.8% or 9,025. The ATO have revised their figures for 2011-12 so 
that the total amount donated via workplace giving was $27 million in 2011-12 (not as previously published at 
$40 million), resulting in an increase of 3.7% in 2012-13. 
 
Compared to Other Countries 
 In the United States, Giving USA 2012 estimated that total charitable contributions from American individuals, 
corporations and foundations increased 4.4% from 2012 to 2013 to reach $US 335.17 billion in contributions 
(3.0% adjusted for inflation).4  
 In the UK, Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) estimated that the total annual amount donated in the UK was 
£10.4 billion, an increase of £0.8 billion in real terms after inflation.  
 
  
                                                 
4 Giving USA. (2014). The annual report on philanthropy for the year 2013. Retrieved August 7, 2015 from http://givingusa.org/  
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Tax Deductible Gifts by Postcode 
Table 1 identifies the postcodes with the highest total claimed deductible gift amount in each state and territory. A 
clear link can be made in most cases to postcodes which one would expect to contain significant numbers of wealthy 
taxpayers. This year, the New South Wales postcode representing Dover Heights, HMAS Watson, Watsons Bay, 
Vaucluse, and Rose Bay North claimed the highest total gifts in the country. The total taxable income in this 
postcode was $27,703,284. In Victoria, Hawksburn and Toorak were for the second year in a row the postcode with 
the highest total gifts claimed.  
 
Table 1: Highest TOTAL Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2012-13 by POSTCODE for each State 
State & Postcode Places within Postcode 
Total Gifts 
Claimed ($) 
NSW 2030 
Dover Heights, HMAS Watson, Watsons Bay, Vaucluse, Rose Bay 
North 
$ 27,703,284  
VIC 3142 Hawksburn, Toorak $ 26,267,788  
QLD 4067 St Lucia, St Lucia South 
                                                                                       
$ 9,713,190  
SA 5067 Beulah Park, Kent Town, Norwood, Norwood South, Rose Park 
                                                                                    
$ 12,907,664  
WA 6153 
Brentwood, Ardross, Applecross North, Applecross, Mount 
Pleasant, Canning Bridge Applecross 
$ 18,369,465  
TAS 7250 
Prospect Vale, Prospect, Norwood, Newstead, Summerhill, St 
Leonards, Riverside, Ravenswood, West Launceston, Waverley, 
Trevallyn, Travellers Rest, East Launceston, Launceston, 
Blackstone Heights 
                                                                                       
$ 5,408,604  
NT 0810 
Alawa, Brinkin, Casuarina, Coconut Grove, Jingili, Lee Point, 
Lyons, Millner, Moil, Muirhead, Nightcliff, Nakara, Tiwi, Rapid 
Creek, Wanguri, Wagaman 
                                                                                      
$ 2,556,966  
ACT 2602 Ainslie, Dickson, Downer, Hackett, Lyneham, O'Connor, Watson 
                                                                                      
$ 6,248,164  
 
 
Table 2 identifies the postcode in each state whose taxpayers had claimed the largest average deductible gift. Again, 
a clear link can be made in most cases to postcodes which one would expect to contain significant numbers of 
wealthy taxpayers. In 2012-13, the postcode claiming the highest average gift was 3761 in Victoria (St Andrews) with 
an average donation of $12,932, ahead of NSW 2027 (Darling Point, Edgecliff, HMAS Rushcutters, Point Piper) where 
the average donation was $10,229, and TAS 7162 (Birchs Bay, Woodbridge)  where the average donation was 
$9,887. 
 
 
 6 
Table 2: Highest AVERAGE Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2012-13 by POSTCODE for each State 
State & Postcode Places within Postcode Average Gift per Gifting Taxpayer ($) 
NSW 2027 
Darling Point, Edgecliff, HMAS Rushcutters, 
Point Piper 10,229 
VIC 3761 St Andrews 12,932 
QLD 4067 St Lucia, St Lucia South 5,614 
SA 5067 
Beulah Park, Kent Town, Norwood, Norwood 
South, Rose Park 5,389 
WA 6153 
Brentwood, Ardross, Applecross North, 
Applecross, Mount Pleasant, Canning Bridge 
Applecross 3,768 
TAS 7162 Birchs Bay, Woodbridge 9,887 
NT 0851 Katherine 1,077 
ACT 2600 
HMAS Harman, Parkes, Russell, Yarralumla, 
Canberra, Barton, Deakin, Capital Hill, Harman, 
Deakin West 1,200 
 
 
The deductible gift data for all Australian postcodes is available through a searchable database on the Centre’s web 
site available at http://tinyurl.com/giving-by-postcode   
 
Tax Deductible Gifts by Occupation  
This year for the seventh time we are able to match occupations declared by taxpayers on their income tax returns 
with their deductible gifts (see Tables 3 to 6, commencing overleaf). The miscellaneous, ‘no occupation’ and ‘other’ 
categories have been omitted from the data analysis as well as occupation codes containing fewer than 50 people.  
The deductible gift data for all occupations are available through a searchable database on the ACPNS website at 
http://tinyurl.com/giving-by-postcode   
 
Table 3 identifies the top ten occupations by average deductible gift amount claimed; with Barristers claiming the 
highest average gift ($6,122.64) followed by Chief Executives and Managing Directors ($4,832.01). 
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Table 3: Highest AVERAGE Gifts Claimed by Gifting Taxpayers 2012-13 by OCCUPATION 
Rank Occupation description Average gift deduction claimed ($) 
1 Barristers  $ 6,122.64  
2 Chief Executives and Managing Directors  $ 4,832.01  
3 Internal Medicine Specialists  $ 2,880.33  
4 Anaesthetists  $ 2,365.36  
5 Other Medical Practitioners  $ 2,303.35  
6 Surgeons  $ 2,284.25  
7 Judicial and Other Legal Professionals  $ 2,215.84  
8 Consultant - Financial Investment  $ 2,130.07  
9 Generalist Medical Practitioners  $ 1,710.93  
10 Medical Laboratory Scientists  $ 1,605.70  
 
 
Table 4 identifies the top five occupations by total gift amounts claimed. This is influenced by the number of 
taxpayers in a particular occupation. 
 
Table 4 : Highest TOTAL Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2012-13 by OCCUPATION 
Rank Occupation description Total gifts claimed ($) Total number of 
taxpayers 
1 Chief Executives and Managing Directors  $ 231,646,617  146,355 
2 General Managers  $ 53,253,896  203,375 
3 Accountants  $ 45,377,713  160,005 
4 Registered Nurses  $ 44,712,014  281,220 
5 General Clerks  $ 33,582,953  358,790 
 
Table 5 identifies deductible gifts claimed as a percentage of income by occupation, with Ministers of Religion 
occupying the highest claiming position. 
  
 8 
 
Table 5: Highest PERCENTAGE of income claimed as gifts by individual taxpayers 2012-13 by 
OCCUPATION 
Rank Occupation description Deductible gifts as % of taxable 
income 
1 Ministers of Religion 1.98% 
2 Barristers 1.95% 
3 Medical Laboratory Scientists 1.27% 
4 Chief Executives and Managing Directors 1.04% 
5 Legislators 0.95% 
 
 
Table 6 depicts the percentage of donation claiming taxpayers to total taxpayers within each occupation. The 
occupation with the highest percentage of taxpayers claiming donations was the Police. 
 
Table 6: Highest PERCENTAGE of donating taxpayers to total taxpayers 2012-13 by OCCUPATION5  
Rank Occupation description % of deductible gift claiming 
taxpayers to total taxpayers 
1 Police 72.37% 
2 Midwifery and Nursing Professionals 69.23% 
3 School Principals 67.47% 
4 Policy and Planning Managers 66.06% 
5 Judicial and Other Legal Professionals 65.03% 
 
 
Electronic copies of the complete working paper ACPNS 66: An Examination of Tax-Deductible Donations made by 
Individual Australian Taxpayers in 2012-13 is available from the QUT website at http://eprints.qut.edu.au/86476/  
 
 
  
                                                 
5 Occupations with less than 50 individual taxpayers were omitted from analyses.  
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Why study with the Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Studies (ACPNS)? 
 
 Our courses are well known and highly regarded in the nonprofit sector and you will be 
studying with people who are just as passionate about the sector as you are and our 
lecturers are enthusiastic experts in their field. 
 Our courses are available in class or via flexible delivery so you can study with ACPNS from 
wherever you are in Australia. 
 Units are taught in six-week teaching periods, meaning you can cover a greater breadth of 
topics in a shorter period of time. 
 You don’t necessarily need an undergrad degree to enrol; your practice knowledge and 
experience is taken into consideration when you apply. 
 
ACPNS offers two postgraduate courses, the Graduate Certificate in Business (Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Studies) and the Master of Business (Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies), both designed 
to equip students with the expertise to manage nonprofit organisations. Both courses build 
professional knowledge and skills in focal nonprofit topics, including governance, management, 
ethical practices, legal issues, fundraising, accounting & finance, marketing, and social enterprise.  
 
Our alumni are making a difference to the way nonprofits operate in the community service 
environment, philanthropy, legal, accounting and consulting professions, finance, fundraising, 
economics, social enterprise and other sectors, both in Australia and overseas. 
 
Scholarships and bursaries 
 
Due to the generosity of ACPNS supporters and their alumni, ACPNS students have access to a range 
of generous financial support options, including scholarships, grants, bursaries and prizes. 
Scholarships are awarded for both merit and/or financial need.  
 
For more information on courses and financial support for ACPNS students please feel free to call us 
on 07 3138 1020 or email acpns@qut.edu.au.  You can also find more information online by going to 
'Study with us' at www.qut.edu.au/business/acpns 
 
About the Centre 
The Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies is within the School of Business at the 
Queensland University of Technology. ACPNS brings to the community the benefits of teaching, 
research, technology and service relevant to philanthropic and nonprofit communities and is a full 
member of the international Nonprofit Academic Centres Council. 
 
The ACPNS website offers valuable resources to the philanthropic and nonprofit sector  such as 
journal articles, statistics and podcasts on a wide range of contemporary issues such as fundraising, 
social investment, charity law and nonprofit governance. Visit www.qut.edu.au/business/acpns for 
more information, or contact us on 07 3138 1020 or acpns@qut.edu.au  
 
‘Once I loved being a 
lawyer, now I love saving 
women’s lives in some of 
the world’s most exotic 
places, like Nepal, Bhutan 
and Kiribati.’ 
 
Joe, Chief Executive Officer at 
The Australian Cervical Cancer 
Foundation 
‘I’m researching ways to 
help nonprofits stay 
sustainable during the tough 
fiscal times.’ 
Mike, ACPNS Research Fellow 
and Lecturer 
‘It’s a great privilege to be 
able to work with the Boards 
of some of the most iconic 
nonprofits in Australia.’ 
Jennifer, working with Board 
Matters, a specialist consulting 
firm with not-for-profit governance 
and legal expertise 
‘I knew that whatever 
I did I had to believe 
that I was contributing 
towards making the 
world a better place.’ 
Helen, working with Micah 
Projects to help people make the 
move from homelessness to home 
Our graduates make a 
difference and you can too 
 
 
